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Dear fellow servants of Christ,

It is already that time of year again when you get a letter from me begging for your help! Each year in our history, the Chaplain’s office has sponsored a drive to receive packages of toiletry and stationary goodies for every inmate at FCCW (1200) for Christmas. Our new Warden has approved for our Christmas Drive to continue.

As in the past, we have been approved to collect all kinds of greeting cards and stationary - with a special focus on Christmas Cards and stamps. We welcome your generosity with stamps in particular.

The list for last year’s toiletry kit was approved again for this year:

One-gallon zip-loc style plastic bag with a hole punched in it

One 16-ounce shampoo

One 16-ounce lotion

Two full-size bars of soap

One individually wrapped toothbrush

One full-size toothpaste

One full-size deodorant

One non-mechanical pencil

We would also like to provide a hair conditioner or hair grease for each woman. Donations of these specific items would be greatly appreciated. (In years past, we haven’t had enough to go around.) Any ‘extra’ toiletry kits are used to help women who don’t have the financial support to purchase their own items through the “Chaplain’s Indigent Kit” program.

Our Warehouse is open to receive items for our Christmas Drive between October 1st and November 19th. They are open Monday—Friday (not state holidays) between 8:30 a.m. and 3p.m. They would like to know ahead of time when to expect donations. Please call me when you know you will be coming by!

The celebratory news I want to share is that I expect to go on maternity leave in early to mid-November. Jeff, Alyssa and I are expecting a second daughter! The facility is, of course, concerned that all go smoothly. In order to help our facility and those of you who do not live close by, I have asked several kind-hearted and willing volunteers to serve as “Regional Facilitators” to assist with transportation. Please contact the one in your area to assist you. If there isn’t one in your area and you would be willing to help coordinate or transport items, I would be most grateful to know! We have some amazing folks on this end who’ve agreed to help here — so together, we should be in good shape.

The facility is also able to receive donations to other programs during this receiving time. Please note that for security reasons, nothing can be gift-wrapped. We would love to add to our Chaplain’s Library for the women. We take spiritual, religious or inspirational books (in good shape). In particular, NIV Study Bibles and Women’s Devotional Bibles are highly prized here. We can also use “factory recorded” audio, videotapes and CDs. For security reasons, duplicates or “home/church made” tapes are not permitted. Our Recreation Department would welcome fabric for quilting, polyfill, art supplies (non-toxic paint, non glass or metal containers) and complete (new or used) board games. Our yarn ministry is currently undergoing some administrative revisions. Please call closer to October to learn when we will be able to receive yarn, too. Ms. Hilliard, our Recreation Supervisor, would welcome any calls at extension 4200 if you have questions about what is acceptable. She is delightful and eager to help.

Thank you for your time, your care and your ministry to these women here. The Christmas Drive is only a success because of the thousands of people who take the time to get involved and share the spirit of the season with these women in desperate need of Jesus. Please let me know howl may assist you. If you have any questions, please contact me without hesitation. I want to be or service to you as you are in service to Christ.

in gratitude,

Lynn Litchfield

